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VARMS - Fostering the sport of Radio Controlled Soaring in Victoria 

Issue 438 
 

November 2010 

Next Meeting 
          

Friday 12th Nov at VARMS  FIELD 
 

 Twi-Fly. Electric Models from 4pm 
Sausage Sizzle about 6pm    $2.00 

  Meeting about  7.30 
  Bring roses for Saturday planting 

  Bring a chair if you wish to sit 
5

th
 Dec.- Deadline for next edition 

 

Cover photo: 
 
 

Neil Spencer’s BIG Minimoa at Cobram 
 
Photo by Colin Collyer 
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Welcome to November 
 

Firstly; the November meeting will be at the field and will include a twighlight fly for electric models, 
and a $2 sausage sizzle. We have temporary power, so tea and coffee on us as normal. 
Now down to some nitty gritty... notes taken from the Committee meeting: 
  
As of now; no driving on the field for glider set up. Ray Douma sent a really good reply that 
summed up where we are at, and the decision was a "no-brainer". Ray's letter should be found else 
where, as it also addresses a few other subjects. 
  
Also, the field gates need to be locked, as a car or motor bike hooning could really spoil our field. 
Also, the front gate is to be locked on each entry or exit – this is part of our license agreement with 
Knox Council. Whilst on the locking subject, the Committee is in the process of giving every 
member access to the shed, but if same members can't follow current lock up rules--. 
It's a bit hard to accept that security of our assets is not the responsibility of every Club Member. 
 
On a similar note, we had some "visitors" arrive via the construction zone entry, and left "cross 
country" via the same method, getting bogged in the process. We have had a stern letter from Par 
Meehan (Knox) to which I have replied that it wasn't our member. If a member is found entering or 
exciting via the construction zone, they will be looking for a new club! 
 
At the meeting we will be proposing spending money 
on the following: 

• water tank about $1200 
• BBQ  $350 to $450 
• kitchen wall unit   $750 
• Amplimesh for windows. 

 
We also have a member chasing seating from a 
factory demolition, about 40 in number and stackable. 
Will be great if it happens. 
   
And now for the bottom line. There will be working 
bee's every Saturday afternoon from about 2pm.  
Current projects include carting dirt. Boring, but if 
every member did one barrow load, the job would be 
done, and no one would have aches and pains. So far 
the jobs have been done by the same dozen people, 
and that's not what a "Club" is all about! We also need 
to re-locate the dunny, arrange the water tank base 
and plumb it, arrange some form of "kitchen" (it 
seems easier to buy a modular one, then add a sink 
and some benches our selves later), put up flag poles 
and a wind sock, lay artificial turf "door mats"  and set 
up the helicopter pad. 
  

The President                                                               Colin Collyer 
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The December meeting will also be at the 
field. This time the feed is on us, and we will 
have some entertainment, that will be $2 a 
shot, winner take all! 
  
On a final note. Come and have a fly.... that's 
what we are here for. Then check the "to be 
done" board and see if you can cross 
something off 
 
 See You Friday 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nudge, nudge, wink, wink, on 'ur bike squire 
Above photo courtesy of Des Baylis 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 

*Aerotow:   First Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
Glider means gliders and electric assist 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
Noon-Dusk (glider) 
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Held at Glen Waverley Primary School Hall on Friday 8 - 10 – 10 Comm. 8.15 pm. 
 
President’s Report: 
 

Welcome to all, No apologies or visitors recorded. 
 

Announced the commencement of regular working bee to clean up the area starting Sat. 18th Oct. 
1-30 pm.  
 

Thanked Barry De Kuyper for offering to take on the task of head gardener/ handyman to expedite 
the beautification of the new facility. 

 
Max Haysom reported on the progress of the new shed / clubroom and we were assured that 
building completion was very close, all looking good. 
 
Bruce Clapperton reported on the successful conduct of the State Aerobatic Championships at Mt. 
Hollowback on Sunday the 3rd Oct. There were 11 competitors with Ian Cole winning a very close 
contest from Ian Slack. 
The introduction of  the new categories of scale and foamies, together with the wind Gods being 
kind, made for a most entertaining day. 
 

Aerotow on the routine 1st. Sat. of the month was very successful with a really nice day and the 
new strip was a hit with all participants and spectators. 
 

Theo Aravantakis reported on a good and successful Thermal Comp. day at Diggers Rest. 
 

General Business: 
 

Peter Cossins raised two issues. First that VARMS should continue to run the Slope Aerobatic 
Champs. He was well supported by all.  
The second point was that access to the field should be restricted and that members wishing to 
transport equipment should do so by other means such as a trolley. This issue is sure to stimulate 
further discussion and suggestions. 
 

Ray Douma raised the old issue about the possibility of changing keys to restrict non members use 
of our facilities. This issue is sure to come up at committee meetings particularly when the new 
clubhouse comes on line. 
 

David Pratley made the suggestion that we should look at installing a keypad type lock which will 
surely come under serious consideration. 
Show and Tell featured Cheap Li-po batteries and a small EPP Mini Swift from Hobby King. 
 

Ian Slack showed his progress on the well known K8 with some very intricate work on the fillets 
around the control surfaces. 
 

David Pratley showed off some new toys including a nice sized power supply at a very competitive 
price. 
 

Pres. Col .proposed that we should hold November and December meetings at the shed which will 
be confirmed when the building is ready. 
 
Meeting closed 9.45. All adjourned for tea/coffee with buns from Bakers Delight gratefully 
consumed. 

 

Meeting Minutes                                                     Martin Hopper 
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G’day again. I reckon I’m getting used to this editorial stuff. Do nothing for 3 weeks and then be 
inundated by material a few days before the deadline. I can live with that. 
 
 

Captain Blonkhead got himself out of his sick-bed long enough to grace us with a new cartoon-- 
 

 
 

 
Classified Ads 
 

 
Olympic II  Glider  2.5m span, Two piece wing, no radio gear, excellent condition.  $60.    
Contact Mark Bishop on   Mobile 61403849117 or email   mark@gnaton.com 
 
 
 
 
Note: this photo is for illustrative purposes only – this is not the actual model advertised 
 
 

 
36mg crystals wanted 

• 36.390 

• 36.290 
• 36.410 

Beg, borrow, buy or steal 
Contact Colin Collyer    9561 9097 

 

Editor                                                                   Glenn Salisbury 
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My business imports and sells a new kind of automatic locking 
tool box suited to RC Hobby Enthusiasts. 
 
The 'Lift-n-Lok' tool box uses a new patented fastening 
mechanism that locks and secures the entire tool box when it is 
lifted by the handle, making it the quickest and easiest fastening 
system on the market for a unit with both a storage bin and 
drawers. Users needn't worry about dropping their plane or car 
whilst trying to fasten their toolbox with this easy to use one 
handed  
operation. 
 
The unit is extremely durable as it does not rely on fragile latches, 
catches or flaps to fasten the drawers and lid, and the automatic gap closing system prevents 
mixture between drawer compartments. 
 
The Lift-n-Lok is available for purchase at www.utilitydistributors.com.au  You can also view a 
video demonstration of how the unit works on my web site. 
 
For each unit your members buy I would like to reimburse the club $3 per unit, paid at the end 
of the promotion on the 31/01/2011. Be sure to let your members know to enter your club name 
at the checkout in the 'special instructions box' so I can track how many units your members 
buy and reimburse you the necessary amount.  Free delivery is given with a purchase of 2 Lift-
n-Lok, so it might be an idea for members to pair up and buy 2 in the one transaction to save a 
bit of money. 
 
I hope that your club members will be able to enjoy the great benefits the 'Lift-n-Lok' has to 
offer. 
 
If you are interested in participating, please let me know who I should make a cheque out to and 
your postal address so I can post a cheque at the end of January. 
 
Feel free to contact me if you have any queries. 
 
Regards, Ben. 

 
(I was interested until I saw the $90 pricetag – Ed) 

 
 
 

 
 

 

           
Found this on the Web:                      http://www.k7qo.net/gentle_lady.html 

 
This page details the assembly of the Carl Goldberg glider kit called a Gentle Lady. 

Advertisement                                                                                  Ben O’Brien 

Kit building with Pic’s                                                               Ian Slack 
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General view looking towards the Murray River. Cobram township is about 7km to the left 

 

 
 

Leon Carlos had a new 1/3 scale Woodstock (enlarged from the club build) for test flying before he 
paints it. A real floater, and well worth painting. 

 

 
 

Andy Smith and his Ka6e had a big flight on Monday 

Cobram Aerotow (a photo story)                                             Colin Collyer 
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Ian Slack’s Schweizer 1:26 landing after some aerobatics 
 
 
 

 
 

Colin Smith's Woodstock enjoying some flying on the flat 
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Mark Hunt's Discus among the trees. The tree's are between the field and the 
Mighty Murray River, about 1 km distant 

 
 
 
 
 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

Scale Slope 15/11/2010 Mt Hollowback VARMS 

VARMS Training 21/11/2010 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 

RCGA F3B League #2 21/11/2010 Diggers Rest RCGA 

Aus. F3K Champs/Team Trials 27
th
 & 28

th
 Nov Diggers Rest RCGA 

Bendigo Scale Aerotow 27
th
 & 28

th
 Nov BRCAC Field BRCAC 

RCGA Thermal League #4 05/12/10 Diggers Rest RCGA 

VARMS Training 05/12/10 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 

VARMS Trophy (1pm Start) 05/12/10 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

glenn@aussieland.net 
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Lockheed During W.W.II (unbelievable 1940s pictures).    
 
During World War II the Army Corps of Engineers needed to hide the Lockheed Burbank Aircraft 
Plant to protect it from a possible Japanese air attack. They covered it with camouflage netting to 
make it look like a rural subdivision from the air.   
 

   
Before          After 

 

 

   

 

They had fake houses, trees, etc. and moved parked cars around so it looked like a residential area 
from the skies overhead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camoflage in the extreme                                                  Glenn Salisbury 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

glenn@aussieland.net 
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You have built your wing and forgotten to make holes in the ribs 
in order to pass through the aileron servo and/or flap servos. 
"Oh dear," you say, "I am a silly person." Cutting slots with a 
knife is a dodgy business at this late stage. All you have to do is 
make as if you had your own LASER cutter with the soldering 
iron and burn suitably sized holes through the ribs as shown in 
the photo. 

Tip from www.modelflight.regheath.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VARMS Trophy 10/11 
 

VARMS trophy is on again for 2010/11 starting on Sunday 7th of November at 1.00pm. 
 
The VARMS trophy is a series of low key, fun competitions for two channel, two meter gliders, or 
entry level electric models. Beginners are more than welcome and will learn a lot about catching 
thermals, model trim, flying a target time, landing on the spot. If the wind is blowing, we may go 
slope soaring instead, so please get your name on my email list of interested people so I can 
contact you the day before. 
 

Dates for 09/10 are as follows: 
 

5th December 

20th February 
6th March 
17th April 
29th May 

 
If you are interested, please get in touch with Bruce Clapperton 

bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au 
or Mobile 0438 644 867 

 
 
 

Burning holes in balsa                                                                 Glenn Salisbury 
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It’s marvellous what you can learn by reading! 
 
For instance-.. There has been an excellent series in “Airborne” magazine about how to 
scratch build from plans. So far its up to part 9 which is all about covering with film and the club 
needs copies 1, 2 and 3 to make the set complete. (contact Colin on 98743480). Anyway, it’s 
well worth a look if you are a beginner to our great hobby.  
 
 
On the other side of the coin the fast and furious brigade who fly on the dark side of the hill have 
upped the Dynamic Soaring record to 450 mph flying in 55 mph winds with a 50kg model-.or 
so it reported in the August edition of RCM&E.  
 

 
OK so you’ve just read and recognised the fact that 450 mph is fast and the same about the 
50kgs model--.its just a tad on the heavy side. Having flown in 30mph winds once at 
Kilcunda I dread to think if I would still be walking vertically in 55mph blasts. 
Now try to put these facts into perspective-.. 
 
Personally, I can’t even imagine how fast 450mph is !.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Magazines                                                             Colin (Fang) Smith 
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However, next time you are in Bunnings, pop down to the trade areas and pick up one 20kg bag 
of ready-mix concrete under one arm and then pop another 20kg bag under the other arm and 
finally pick up half a bag (10kg) with whatever appendage you have left that can lift a bit of 
weight. Now that’s what the 50kgs model weighs but neatly spread around your body--now 
carry it in your arms only about a kilometre or two across a field---- All this to lob it off a 
cliff -.they’ve gotta be stark ravin mad!.  

 
 

 
 

(Dynamic soaring. Heavily loaded models + any or all of the following, dumb thumbs, cheap 
electronics, questionable construction or poor linkages = $$$$$ - Ed) 
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    Mowing Roster   
 

Bruce Robinson        9887 8996          Nov (early) 
          Graeme Hollis 9739 4886           Nov (late) 
          Mal. Buckmaster       9763 1632         Dec (early) 
          Robert Kassell 9795 1330           Dec (late) 
          Henri Wohlmuth 9764 1921           Jan (early) 
          Jim Baker  9803 2185 Jan (late) 
 

 

 
     Geoff Moore (Heliport)        98022044 
     Max Koludrovic (Runways & Pits)   

 
 
 

An important message from Martin Hopper: 
 

Please do not drive on the field! 
 

We have had one serious bogging and two 
very near misses, believe us  

when we say it is very wet South of a rough 
line out from the " Taj Mahal ". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Our special thanks to Kelly & Ian Costello from the 
Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre, Glen 

Waverley. 
 

Also to Bruce Robinson for collecting and bringing it all 
to the meetings each month 

 

Any Problems with the field, ring 
 

Martin Hopper 
 

9873 8256 

Training Dates 
 

21st Nov & 5th Dec 
 

Training radio 
Frequencies are: 

641, 643 & 645 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

President    Colin Collyer    9561 9097 
VP & Site Liaison   Max Haysom    9801 3899 
Secretary    Roger Stevenson    9830 8293 
Treasurer    Ian Pearson    5996 5019 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew    9887 7885 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury    9404 2157 
Ordinary Member   Martin Hopper    9873 8256 
Registrar    Bruce Clapperton    9803 3108 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore    9802 2044 
Sports Power Rep   Ray Douma    0409 356515 
Webmaster    Steve Tester    9724 9728 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain 
the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact 
the Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 

 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying 
radio controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna 
South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, 
generally on a fortnightly basis. Exact dates and times are posted on the filed entrance gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australian. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio 
controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas.  
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the Glen 
Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of 
High Street Road and Springvale Road) Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome. Formalities are 
usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modelers and a light supper, suppliers by 
Bakers Delight, The Glen Shopping Centre. 
 
 
 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 


